Weston Historical Society 


For over 40 years the Weston Historical 
Society has promoted a respect for our 
community routes and heritage structures. 
In addition to our regular meetings, we 
conduct historical walks, cemetery tours, 
give topical presentations. We are grateful 
to the following artists for their sketches: 


Eric Lee Mario Noviello Lucy Vivaldo 


Please examine the large photographs from 
our archives mounted on the exterior of 
Eagle Manor, at the NE corner of Lawrence 
Ave. W. & Weston Road. (no longer there) 


Weston was incorporated as a village in 
1881 and as a town in 1915. By the end of 
WWII Weston was the commercial hub for the 
area northwest of Toronto. Weston became 
part of the Borough of York in 1967 and was 
one of the 6 municipalities amalgamated into 
the new City of Toronto in 1998. 
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Sources of Information 


Plaque at Weston Rd. & Clouston Ave. 
Installed May 1948 by York Pioneers to 
recognize Toronto Carrying Place 

Plaque at Little Avenue Park 

Plaque at Cruickshank Park 

Plaque at Tyrrell Home (King & 
Rosemount) 

Archives of Ontario 

Library (King St, & Weston Road) 

Toronto Reference Library Betty Kennedy’s 
book “Hurricane Hazel” 

Fire Insurance Plan of 1910 

Historical Atlas 1878 

History of Weston (Cruickshank/Nason) 

Local History of Weston 

Pioneers of North York 

Robertson’s Landmarks of Toronto (1908) 

Weston Times & Guides stored on 
microfilm at Richview Library 

William Tyrrell of Weston 

One Hundred Years: A Retrospect 
by Dora Wattie 


WESTON HUMBER RIVER WALK 


Presented by: The Weston Historical Society - 2003 
Updated: 2019 


The Humber River was declared a 
Canadian Heritage River in 1999 by the 
Federal Government. The Humber River 
has 93 km course running from 
Orangeville to Lake Ontario. Known by 
aboriginal inhabitants as Tanaouate and 


LEGEND -HISTORICAL ATLAS (1878) 
© Wadsworth Mills & Distillery 
Near today’s St. Phillip’s Bridge 
@ Porter’s Sawmill 1830, 
Later site of Burr’s Woolen Mill 
& MacDougall’s Flour Mill 1850 
© Smith & Wilby Woolen Mill 
© Eagle Bridge 
Today’s Lawrence Ave. Bridge 
© Carrying Place Trail 
@ Coulter Foundry built 1856 


Weston owes its 
WN existence to the Humber! 


subsequently the Toronto River; 
it was renamed the Humber River 
by John Graves Simcoe, the first Lt. 
Governor of Ontario. 

For the early settlers, the river was a 
valuable source for food and building 
supplies. The plentiful salmon, bass, perch, 
catfish and eel supplemented their diet of 
pigeons, venison, rabbits and wild fowl while 
they established their farms. The abundant 
timber of the Humber valley provided wood 
for heir log homes, barns and equipment. 


Even more important, the river had a drop of 
16 feet through the Weston area and was 
recognized by Simcoe and mill builders such 
as David Holley as an ideal source of water 
power. 


In 1806 the first sawmill was established in 
the Weston area on the west side of the 
River, near present day St. Phillips Bridge. 


The following two decades saw the growth of 
the small hamlet in the river valley close to 
the mill site. About 1817 millers James and 
John Farr took over operation of what was 
then a grist and saw mill and possibly 
renamed the small community Weston after 
their English home. 


Hg, i 
te aN 


Ay WAL EEN 


Wadsworth Mill 
From Robertson’s Landmarks of Toronto (1908) 


The community expanded to both banks: as 
a distillery, blacksmith shop, tannery, 
harness maker, cooper shop, tavern and 
other amenities were built. 


After enduring floods about every 10 years, 
the river valley settlement beside the mill was 
destroyed in 1850 by a major flood. Although 
the Wadsworth Mill survived, most of the 
homes and businesses of the little 
community of Weston were rebuilt on the 
high and safe east bark. 


COMMENCE TOUR AT 
WESTON ROAD & KING STREET 


Weston Library 

2 King Street 

Designated as a Heritage Structure 
under the Ontario Heritage Act 


Sketch by: Lucy Vivaldo 


PROCEED TO THE STREETSCAPE 
MURAL ON SW CORNER OF KING 
STREET CRESC. AND WESTON ROAD 


Located on the south wall of the former 

fire hall built in 1949 (now owned by Ward’s 
Funeral Home), this mural depicts Weston’s 
streetscape circa 1900. It was designed by 
Eric Lee and painted by Mario Noviello. 


Please note the following landmarks 
depicted in the streetscape. 


@ Town Hall; built in 1883 by Wm. Tyrrell 
(once located where parking lot now is) 

e Weston Methodist Church built in 1887 
(now Central United Church) 

+ Little’s Hotel circa 1880 (where 
Shoppers Drug Mart is now) 

+ 1986 Weston Road is one of the oldest 
structures still standing; it once housed 
Gardhouse’s undertaking 
establishment 


From The Diary of Mrs. John Graves Simcoe 


FOUNDING FAMILIES OF WESTON 

Many of the streets in Weston recognize the 
contribution made by Humber’s merchant 
millers and Weston’s founding families. 


Coulter Ave. - led to the home of the family 
who founded the Coulter Foundry 

Little Ave. - named after the family who 
built Little’s Hotel (later called the Central 
Hotel) 

Ellesmere - name of the Musson family 
home, a pioneer family who had a distillery 
Holley Avenue - named after Joseph Holley, 
a mill builder in the Weston area. 
Wadsworth Blvd. - marked the property 
owned by Tom Rodney Wadsworth, son of 
Charles Wadsworth. 


Springmount Ave. - named by T.R.’s wife 
(daughter-in-law of Charles Wadsworth) 


Robert, Joseph, and Grattan Streets were 
all named after the sons of Weston’s first 
reeve, William Tyrrell, a prominent 
landowner, architect, and contractor (and 
son-in-law of mill builder Rowland Burr). 


William Tyrrell built the first “Old Mill” for 
William Gamble in 1837 and was hired to 
rebuild it in 1848 after a disastrous fire. 
During his long career as a busy contractor, 
he built among other structures: Weston’s 
Town Hall, Little’s Hotel, and several 
churches including St. George’s-on-the-Hill 
Anglican Church and Weston Presbyterian 
Church. 


William Tyrrell: 1816 - 1904 


His home at 64 King Street was built in 1858; 
he owned 10 acres in the heart of Weston. 


FOLLOW THE PATHWAY 
(TOWARDS THE APARTMENT 
BUILDING) UP THE WOODEN 
STAIRS TO BELLEVUE CRESCENT 


Aboriginal Burial Grounds 
Weston Road & Bellevue Crescent 


600 years ago it was the tradition of 
aboriginal people living in the area to 
honour their dead with a sacred burial 
ceremony prior to migrating to a new 
home. 


One such sacred site (ossuary) 
overlooked the Humber River near the 
corner of Bellevue Crescent and Weston 
Road. It was inadvertently disturbed 
when Westminster Presbyterian Sunday 
School was being built in 1911. 


WALK EAST ON BELLEVUE TO 
CORNER OF WESTON ROAD 


Toronto Carrying Place 


The section of Weston Road you’re now 
walking on was part of the 28 mile Aboriginal 
footpath which paralleled the Humber River 
from Lake Ontario to the Holland River. It 
was part of the ancient aboriginal trail 
travelled by French fur traders. 


Lt. Gov. Simcoe and his corp of “Queen’s 
Rangers” also travelled the route in 1793, 
scouting for a military highway north to Lake 
Simcoe. Aware of the timber resources and 
water-power potential, Simcoe deeded 
himself 1200 acres. His holdings were later 
sold by his estate to the Holley family. 


This route was followed by the earliest 
settlers in the area and later was used by 
merchant millers to transport their produce 
to York which they sold to purchase goods to 
stock their stores. 

Rural settlers used this route to come to the 
village where they conducted business with 
supporting trades e.g., blacksmith, 
wheelwright, wagon maker, cooper, 
cordwainer (Shoemaker), tavern, inn, stable, 
grain milling, etc. 


Their travel was facilitated after 1841 when 

the Plank Road was constructed from Wilson 
Avenue to the Peacock Tavern (St. Clair Ave. 

and Old Weston Road). 


Today his land would encompass an area 
from north of Wilson Avenue to below Coulter 
Avenue and from the Humber River to Jane 
Street. 


+ Weston’s streetcar operated on a single 
track and provided service from Church 
Street to the West Toronto Junction from 
1896 

+ George Verrall home - one of the oldest 
homes in the community; it was demolished 
circa 1921 


PROCEED TO LITTLE AVE. PARK 
WESTON ROAD & LITTLE AVENUE 


Cenotaph 


Designed by James Shaw, President of the 
local branch of the Canadian Legion and 
built by master stone mason James Gove 
in 1950, the edifice uses riverstone from 
the bed of the Humber. It replaced the 
WWII structure. 


The very large oak in the park was planted 
by the town to commemorate the 
coronation of King George VI in 1937. A 
parade involving all the schools and many 
more associations were part of the 
celebration. 


Riverstone Wall Fences 


The Humber River shale has provided the 
early settlers with a ready source of building 
material. 


It was taken out of the river in wagon loads 
and used for the foundations of many of 
Weston’s early homes and in more recent 
times for the stone fences which are found 
throughout the community. 


Many of the stone fences were built by master 
stone mason James Gove who emigrated from 
England in 1923. 


Transportation cost from the river charged by 
Charlie Gillis, teamster, at that time was 25 
cent per wagon load. 


Today, “mining” the Humber is prohibited 
although you can still see this type of stone 
wall at Little Avenue Park, 2148 Weston Road 
(just south of Church Street), Wadsworth 
Blvd., and on many other 

Streets. 


Heritage Sign 


This sign commemorates the early history 
of Weston. It was based on best 
information available at the time; however, 
we have since learned that the earliest mill 
in the area was built in 1806, not 1792. 


THE FOUNDING OF WESTON 


ten of the Humber River here. By 1792 a sawr f 
established on the west bank and within two decades 
small hamlet, known as “The Humber’ had developed. About 
1815 James Farr, a prominent local mill-owner, named it $ 
Weston after his neestral home. The community $ 
subsequently expanc alk i of ‘the river until 
1850 when a disastrous flood ¢ 

ment. Improvements to the West 

Grand Trunk Railway in 1850 stim 

growth on the east side. Incorporated as a Village in 1881 
Weston became part of the Borough of York in 1907 


TAKE THE SW STEPS AND PROCEED 
DOWN TO THE RIVER 


Weston - A Milling Community 


The Humber River provided the power to 
run saw and grist mills, converting trees to 
lumber and grain to much needed flour. 
The mill sites were the catalysts for further 
development - particularly road building 
and opening up rural areas. Timber was 
used for many purposes: roads, buildings, 
wagons, barrels, broom and rake handles. 


There were 3 primary mill sites: 


@ Built by Joseph Holley in 1815, the Farr 
brothers ran a grist mill and sawmill 
where St. Phillips bridge is today. 


After 1828 the Wadsworth family bought out 
the lease on that site and operated a grist 


mill, saw mill, and distillery for 87 years. The 


Wadsworth trademark was Three Lion Flour. 


@ In today’s Cruickshank Park, John Porter 
built a sawmill in 1830. It was replaced 
by Burr’s woolen mill (known for its long 
mill race); and later MacDougall had a 
flour mill on that site. 


© Located just south of today’s Lawrence 
Avenue, the Smith & Wilby Mill (later 
known as the Weston Woolen Mill) was 
heralded for its durable fabric and 
blankets. Employing 200 people at its 
peak, the Weston Woolen Mill became 
Weston’s largest employer. It closed in 
1896. 


Researching mill sites can be a real 
challenge... as mill sites changed hands 
they often changed the type of operation. 


Demise of the Mills on the Lower Humber 
Fires, floods, and financial difficulties all 
contributed to the end of the milling era on 
the Lower Humber River. As the use of 
steam power replaced water power, it was 
no longer necessary to build a mill on the 
river. By 1870, the loss of easy access to 
timber ended the saw mills. The woolen 
mill and grist mills converted to steam and 
were viable for a few more years. 


The last of the great Weston mills on the 

Humber was the Wadsworth Mill. The mill 
property became more valuable than the 

mill and was acquired by the Weston Gulf 
Club about 1915. 


PROCEED UNDER THE BRIDGE TO 
JUST PAST LAWRENCE AVE. 


Lions Park 


The Humber River was a focal point for 
recreation. Early residents enjoyed 
canoeing, fishing, swimming, log rolling, 
skiff races, ice skating, and hockey. 


Lions Park became the heart of many 
community and recreational activities as 
residents participated in the fall fair, 
cricket, foot races, lawn bowling, horse 
races, lacrosse, and motorcycling. 
Today’s bicycle path links with the Pan 
Am Path. 


CONTINUE SOUTH EAST 


Hurricane Hazel - October 15, 1954 


On the night of October 15, 1954 most 
people were asleep in their beds, unaware 


of the water rising at such an alarming rate. 


8 inches of rain fell in 24 hours and the 
Humber River rose 30 feet. Hazel caused 
$100 million in damage and 81 fatalities in 
Ontario. Five volunteer firemen from the 
Kingsway/Lambton area died while trying to 
save the occupants of a car stranded in the 
river. 


In the Weston area, many homes were lost 
on Maple Bush Avenue, Fairglen Crescent 
and Dee Avenue. ON Raymore Drive 36 
people lost their lives and 60 families were 
left homeless. 


1200 ft. of street disappeared when the 
swing bridge at Raymore Drive was washed 
away by the raging river. Haszel removed all 
remaining traces of the old settlements on 
the west side of the river. 


Mural by Mario Noviello 
Depicts Raymore Bridge before 
it was washed away by Hurricane Hazel 
Background: new footbridge (built 1995) 
links Lion’s Park to Raymore Park 
(it has been since discovered that the bridge in the 
mural was the wrong footbridge) 


Local author Stephen Pitt released a volume 
of recollections to coincide with Hurricane 
Hazel’s 50th anniversary in 2004. 


PROCEED ACROSS THE BRIDGE TO 
VIEW THE SIGN IN RAYMORE PARK 
& RETURN. 


